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THE Jjubje? of the following Sermon being ex- 
.. ceeding weighty, and confeſſed to be of the greateſt 

moment, the ſubſequent diſcourſe on it hath been drawn 
up with earneſt prayer to God for divine aid and 
ſpiritual illumination. Your requeſts who fit under 
my miniſtry, ſuggeſted to me the firſt thoughts of 
ſubmitting to the public eye, what I had the ſame 
day delivered from the pulpit. To further your efta- 
bliſment in this important truth; to expreſs (at leaſt } 
my wiſhes to advance the glory of the moſt adorable 
Trinity ; to contribute all I can towards the eluci- 
dation and defence of this intereſting point; to con- 
| vince the erroneous, confirms the wavering, and 
Arengthen the weak, are the ends deſigned and pur- 
ſued in the following pages. Men of corrupt minds, 
and reprobate concerning the faith, exiſted even in 
- the times of apoſtolic power and glory. 7. bat cor- 
ruption which maintained its hold, and refifted every 
A 2 medicine, 


iv. The PREFACE. 


medicine, ſtill is diabolically ative, and big with 
ruin, The ſeeds of error ſown by the Father if 
falſehood, fermented, and having forced their way 
' through every ſurrounding tegument of oppoſitim, 
ſoon ſhot through many parts of the eaſtern world; 
reſtleſs in their nature, and violent in their operation, 
they ſtretched into the weſtern hemiſphere alſo; wher: 
their pernicious influence is too obvious not to be 
known, and too deftruftirve not to be lamented. The 
daring and outrageous attempts which have ben 
. recently made to overthrow the doctrine of the Trinity, 
far beyond any thing ever known before, render ſuch 
publications as this, both ſegſonable and neceſſary. 
To oppoſe. the doftrine here aſſerted, is conſidered by 
fome as a mark of a cultivated and poliſhed undir- 
| fanding; and to refuſe credit to what cannot bt 
fully comprehended, make up the leading article if 
their creed, But with every real or fancied accom- 
pliſhment, à little felf acquaintance would ſhake this 
tower of human pride and make it totter ; would 
cenvince the moſt knowing, that our intellet3s are 
very circumſcribed and perfettly puerile in theſe ma!- 
ters; our conceptions little, and reaſon lame upon bitb 
legs. That there is no proportion between the per- 
fefttons of God, and the utmoſt reich of the human 
mind! that the deep things of God are revealed as 
objetts of faith, not of terfeft knowledge, This ne- 
teſſary infiruftion would make us ſee, that the ſu 
| 29 
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may more eaſily be confined within the limits of a nut 
ſhell, than the infinite perfeftions of God be compre- 
hended by a finite mind. But, alas! neither the 
dogmas of Ariſtotle, nor the airy dreams of Plato, 
nor the lackered ſayings ¶ Seneca; not a whole tribe 
of learned ſages can teach this bumbling leſſon. 'Tis 
read in the Bible, believed and reliſbed by the teach. 
ing of the. Eternal Spirit. Bleſſed be Ged, wwe can be 
aſſured of the truth when we cannot anſwer all the 
difficulties that encounter it. A weak underſtanding 
is capable of the firſt, and taught from above ſhall 
not err therein; the ſecond is ſo difficult, even in 
the moſt familiar things, that the deepeſt philoſopher 
is not able to untie all the knotty objeftions which 
may be urged againſt them, I have not preſſed me- 
taphbyfical fubtilties into this ſervice, nor admitted 
the curious enquiries of thoſe who would not be thought 
ignorant of any thing ; being perſuaded, a greater 
progreſs is made in the knowledge and belief of the 
ſublimeſt truths of Chriſtianity, by bumble prayer, 
than by nice and perplexing diſquiſitions. Scriptural 
ground bath been my ſtand, and my materials have 
been collefted from thence; not neglecting other plain 
helps. Some ſmall alterations from what was de- 
livered in the pulpit may be obſer ved, and indeed are 
almoſt unavoidable ; eſpecially on a point ſo intereſt- 

ing and deep, and where the ſpeaker uſes no written 
_— If this mark a ſmall difference between the 


pulpit 


vi. The REF ACE 


pulpit and the preſs, yet my endeavors to render truth 
thereby more perſpicuous will procure me an eaſy 
pardon. It is now eighteen years fince I pub liſbed 
this ſermon, and the many calls I have bad for a 
ſecond edition fince that time, have encouraged me to 
fend thts to the preſs with ſome additions. And now, 
Reader, I commend thee and this to the bleſſing and 
favor of my God, and I iruft thine alſo. Pray for 
light and wall in it ; but be aſſured, a light bead 
and a cold beart is one of the ſaddeſt connexions, from 
which the Lord deliver thee. Pray for power and 
thou Malt receive it. Pray for the Author, who i; 
thy foul's willing and ready ſervant, for Feſu's ſake, 


. W. ALDRIDGE, 
Great Preſcot-Street, | 
June 29, 1793. 
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A SHORT 


SS ST EN 
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AUTHENTICITY of the TEXT. 


HERE is ſcarcely a doctrine, however 
fully and clearly revealed in the Scrip- 
tures, that hath not been diſputed, oppoſed and 
rejected. This is grievous, and much to be 
| lamented; yer, whilſt it awakens our compaſſion, 
it cannot raiſe our wonder, when infidelity hath 
attempted to outlaw even the whole Bible itſelf 
Some perſons, profeſſedly the friends of the 
Chriſtian religion, have appeared among, and 
actually done what, its open and greateſt ene- 
mies have rejoiced at. The faſhionable opinions 
theſe have received, and obſtinately adhered to, 
cannot bend, will not ſubmit; but truth, like 
an 
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an inferior, muſt ſtand at a diſtance, uncover, 
and make a lowly bow to their high mighti. 
neſſes. Should a doctrine revealed, and ſhining 
in the Book of God, like the ſun in the heavens, 
have the misfortune to claſh with their ſenti- 
ments; their dexterity will twiſt and wiredraw 
the paſſages which ſupport it; (no matter how 
their features-are diſtorted) or they will venture 
to arraign the ſacred Text itſelf, and affect to 
doubt its authenticity. Thus pretended friends 
and avowed foes unite to wound and murder 


truth. 


The Text ſelected for the following Diſcourſe, 
hath been ſeverely handled by this ſort of per- 
ſons. Anti- trinitarians have queſtioned its ge- 
nuineneſs, and taken no ſmall pains to prove it 
ſpurious. It is aſſerted, * Theſe words are not 
« in ſome ancient manuſcript Greek copies; 
« nor in ſome old - verſions made from them; 
ee nor quoted by ſome primitive writers, in their 
' © controverſies with the Arians.” Though I 
do not pretend to have waded through antiquity; 
or to an intimate acquaintance with the Fathers, 
yet J hope the following remarks will remove 
every ſcruple, and free the Text from thoſe dif- 
ficulties with which deſigning men have .endea- 
voured to embarraſs it. It muſt however be 
obſerved, the doctrine of the bleſſed Trinity is 
grounded 


I * 
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grounded upon the whole Scriptures, and not 
on a particular paſſage, ſo that could it be proved 
this Text wanted thoſe ſuffrages which demon- 
ſtrate its authenticity, and which the oppoſers of 
this dbArine ſeem much concerned to diſcredit, 
yet the truth muſt ſtand while the Scriptures 
themſelves remain, it, 
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1. Theſe words are found in copies of great 
antiquity, and beſt credit. 2. Not a few very 
ancient writers cite this verſe; Cyprian, who 
wrote before Arius was born, in the third cen- 
tury, and ſuffered martyrdom for Chriſt in the 

year 260; he, in his book De Unit. Eccleſie,* 
' hath theſe words, Dieit Dominus, ego et Pater Unum 
ſums ; et iterum, de Patre, et Filio, et Spiritu Santo, 
Seriptum eft, et bi Tres Unum ſunt.F So likewiſe 
Tertullian, Contra Praxeam ; qui Tres Unum ſunt. 
3. Hierome, a man of great learning and elo- 
quence, who had read almoſt all the ecclefiaſtical 
writers, who had written before him, aſſures us, 
almoſt all the copies in his time had the words 
in queſtion, 4. The ſame writer affirms, theſe 
words were expunged by the Arians, (which is 
the reaſon why they were not found in ſome co- 
pics) divers other learned and judicious men do 
| 2. 8 - __ eonceive 
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The par of the Church, h 
f The Lord ſays, I and my Father are One; and again, 


of the Father, Son, and Holy Cholt, it is written, and thelg 
Thice are One, | ＋ 1 | #*. +0 > 


( 10 
conceive they were blotted out in | the times of 
Conſtantius and Valens, emperors, {worn ene- 
mies of the bleſſed Trinity, and profeſſed pa- 
trons of Arianiſm. 5. The drift of the Apoſtle 
in this epiſtle is a ſtrong proof the words are 
genuine, which is to confirm the true doctrine 
of Chriſt againſt Ebion and Cerinthus, hereticks, 
who denied the Deity of the Lord Jeſus. In 
this fifth chapter he maintains Jeſus is the Chriſt, 
i. e. the true Cod, and true man; our Mediator 
and Saviour, which he proves by witneſſes hu- 
man and divine. 


Of thoſe in the earth he ſpeaks verſe 8, of 
thoſe in heaven, verſe 7, of the human, verſe 18, 
and then adds, verſe 9, If we receive the witneſs 
of men, the witneſs of God is greater; from whence 
it manifeſtly appears, he had ſpoken of ſix wit- 
neſſes, three in heaven and three upon earth, 
6, and laſt. The diverſity of the very nature 
of thoſe three who bear witneſs on earth, and 
the unity of their Divine nature who bear wit- 
neſs in heaven is convincing, and ſhew the ſame | 
hand wrote both; they are excellently expreſſed 
in the variation of the phraſe, Theſe Three are One 
in nature, verſe 7, Ana theſe Three agree in One, 
verſe 8, namely in one" teſtimony ; though their 
nature be different, yet. their teſtimony is the 


. 


manifeſt; 


"Cay 


manifeſt; if the teſtimony of thoſe, to this truth, ' 
who lived in the firſt ages, and whoſe ſincerity 
cannot be doubted, having ſealed their doctrine 
with their blood, be admitted, they unqueſtion- 
ably prove, notwithſtanding the cavils of captious 
men, the words to be written by the hand that 
wrote the reſt, and dictated by the ſame Divin 


Spirit. 4 | 
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A SERMON, 


1 JOHN, v. 7. 


rok THERE ARE THREE THAT BEAR RECORD 
IN HEAVEN, THE FATHER, THE WORD, AND 
THE HOLY GHOST, AND THESE THREE ARE 
ONE, 8 | 


HE ſcheme of man's ſalvation, planned 
by infinite wiſdom, and accompliſhed by 
boundleſs love, is the wonder of angels, and 
the joy and admiration of the elect. Thoroughly 
corrupted, and totally loſt as to help from him- 
lf; divine compaſſion provided means to ſave 
ruined man, and infinite power renders thoſe 
means effectual. Theſe methods are revealed 
in the Bible, and what immediately concerns a 
linner's ſalvation, is ſo plain, that a way-faring 
Chriſtian, tbougb in other matters @ fool, ſhall not 
err 


* 
an 
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God, rather than falling out with themſelves, 


truth, untaught from pt and W by 


poſe to conſider and prove, 


_ 


objects of holy aſtoniſhment, not of perfſeg 


and the power of God, This doctrine of the 


be Jebovab, but by the Holy Ghoſt ; ſb none vil 


( 14-) 
err therein ; yet others ate ſo deep, as to be the 


knowledge. The doctrines of the ſacred Tri. 
nity and Incarnation are ſtumbling blocks to the 
Jews, and to the Greeks fooliſhneſs; to many noni. 
nal. teachers in the Chriſtian Church, they be. 
dome objects of contention and diſcredit ; be- 
ing maſters of the knack of quarrelling with 


But to thoſe who tre called, they are the wiſdn 


triune Jehovah, like the vapor aſcending from 
the face of nature, breathes from the whole in- 
ſpired volume. The doctrine of a Trinity of 
perſons in the Unity of the divine effence i 


doit bout controverſy, a great myſtery of Godin, 
and as none can call Jeſus Lord, or confeſs him to 


ſubſcribe to, or heartily believe this important 


ſovereign grace. 
In dependance upon 0 alliſtance, I pro- 


I. The Unity of the divine eſſence, or that 
there is but one God. 


II. That there are three diſtin&t perſons ſub- 
fiſting i in the Unity of the divine eſſence. 


III. That 


© 09:3 


III. That theſe are not three Gods, but one. 
IV. The reaſonableneſs of this doctrine. 


v. The uſes to be made thereof by all real 
Chriſtians. 


That to Chriſtians, there is but one God, 
fufficiently appears by expreſs teſtimonies of 
Scripture ; I ſhall cite a few of them, Deut. vi. 
4. Hear, O Iſrael, the Lord our God is one Lord, 
z Sam, ii. 2. There is none holy as the Lord, 
for there is none beſide thee, Pla. xviii. 31. For 
. who ts Cad, ſave the Lord, —Iſaiah is pregnant 
with proofs of this truth. Iſa. xliv. 6. Thus 
ſaith the Lord the king of Iſrael, and his redeemer, 
the Lord of hoſts; 1 am the firſt; and 1 am the 
laſt, and beſides me there is no God, Chap. xlv. 
5. 6. J am the Lord, and there is none ſe; 
there is no God befides me : I girded thee, though 
thou baſt not known me: that they may know 
from the riſing of the Jun, and from the weſt, that 
there is none beſides me; I am the Lord, 'and there 
is none e/ſe. Chap. xliv. 9. Remember the former 
things of old, for I am God and there is none elſe; 
[ am God, and there is none like me. Theſe are 
a few of the many proofs wherewith the Old 
Teſtament abounds. Supported by theſe autho- 
rities, the Jews were, and flill remain warm 
advocates for the Unity of the divine effence ; 
and when the vail is taken away, they will as 
yarply contend for, and as gratefully acknow- 


ledge 


BS. | 


| ledge the diſtinction of perſons. The Ney 
Teſtament Jooks to the Old, like a younger 
brother to the elder, and confeſſes its priority; 
whilſt the Old freely allows its own feature; 
to be leſs lucid, yet rejoices to ſee the New, 
and receives light and ſtrength from it. They 
think and ſpeak the ſame thing ; and therefore 
are one in ſentiment on this ſubject. Our 
Lord cites that text, Mark xii. 29. Hear, 0 
Jrael, the Lord our God is one Lord. Nis 
Apoſtles ſpeak the ſame language. St. Paul 
tells us, Rom. iii. 30, J is one God, who ſhall 
Juſtify the circumciſion by faith, and the uncircun- 
ciſion through faith. So 1 Cor. viii. 6. To us 
there is but one God, the Father, of whom are ll 
things, and we in him; and one Lord Jeſus, by 
whom are all things, and we by bim. Again, 
Eph. iv. 6. One God and Father of all, wh i; 
above all, and through all, and in you all, In the 
mouth of two ſuch unqueſtionable witneſſes this 
divine truth is eſtabliſhed ; witneſſes, whoſe 
teſtimony brightens with age, and will be the 
moſt effulgent when time itſelf expires, Reaſon 
adds, as there is but one God declared and 
acknowledged in the ſacred volume, and as 
we are commanded to love, reverence and 
obey him only, with the utmoſt latitude of all 
our powers, ſo to admit any other, would be 
a direct violation of the divine injunction, and 
a ſpecies of ſhocking idolatry. God is infinite, 
independent, TT almighty ; but to be 
all-powerful, 
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all- powerful, to know all things, to depend on 
none, to be uncircumſcribed, can be aſcribed 
to one only, and would be abſurd and ridiculous 
in any to conceive otherwiſe, But is there 
not mention made in Scripture of more gods 
than one ? there is, yet they are properly no 
gods; the gods of the Heathen were falſe 
gods, dunghill gods, or devil gods. Angels, 
civil magiſtrates, judges, are called gods, only 
in relation to their created dignity, or offices. 
The Devil is nominated a god, becauſe of the 
power and rule, he is permitted to exerciſe in 
the world, The belly is likewiſe called a 
god, becauſe, by a carnal man, its deſires are 
complied with, and its commands punctually 
obeyed. All therefore called gods, whether 
angels, men, or devils, on account of any 
dignity received and enjoyed, or in a meta- 
phorical ſenſe, or becauſe of any power they 
are ſuffered to exert, not being ſo by nature, 
are properly no gods, and ſo are not objects - 
Divine worſhip. 


In contradiſtinction to all nominal 3 we 
read of the nature of the true God, Selernc Rom. i. 
20. i. e. natura Dei incomprebenſibilis; propria 
Dei ſubſtantia, five eſſentia, qud et onmia replet 
et ſuper omnia eſt; which is, the inconceivable 
nature of God ; the proper ſubſtance or eſſence 
of God, by which he both fills and rules all 
things. 


( 18 ) 
things. As we are forbid to give divine honor 
to any of thoſe which are not gods by hature, 
ſo the Apoſtle reproves their idolatry, who 
toben they kueto God, as ſpeculative men (that is, 
the only true God, who is God by nature) 
they did ſervice to them which by nature are no 
gods : none is able to ſound the depth of his 
inſcrutable' nature, whoſe immenſe perfection 
is like a ſea (if ſuch exiſted) which hath 
neither banks, or bottom. Who can fathom 
a bottomleſs deep, or define an infinite per- 
fection? | 3 | | 


II. Having proved the Unity of the divine 
eſſerice, or that there is but one living and 
true God, I proceed in the ſecond place, as 
propoſed, to prove there are three. diſtin& 
perſons in this divine eſſence. But what is 
a perſon in the bleſſed Trinity? the anſwer 
is, whole God, not ſimply or abſolutely con- 
ſidered, but by way of ſome perſonal pro- 
prieties; a manner of being in the Godhead, 
having the, whole in it. A divine perſon is 
nothing, but the divine eſſence, on the account 
of ah eſpecial property ſubſiſting in an eſpecial 
manner. For the ſubſtance or nature is the 
ſame in all three perſons, Father, Son, and 
Holy Ghoſt. Theſe three glorious perſons 
ate diſtinguiſhed, from each other; and yet 
they do ſubſiſt in one another. They are 

_ diſtinguiſhed, 


16 


diſtinguiſhed, yet not divided; united, yet 
not confounded. The deep things of God, 
which we believe, becauſe revealed, with deep 
humility, reverence and adore, whilſt we con- 
ſeſs they are incomprehenſible. The true 
church of God have invariably and earneſtly 
contended for theſe truths once delivered to 
the ſaints, and though it has happened, that 
hereticks like vipers, have crawled into her 
boſom with a deſign to poiſon her children 
with their venomous opinions, yet the vigilance 
and reſolution of her champions have from 
time to time either expelled them from her 
ſociety, or they have pared off to promote 
the intereſt of the father of falſehood elſe. 
where, 1 


1. The Father's perſonality being, ſcarcely 
queſtioned, a few things will ſuffice on this 
head. Creation, providence, preſervation, and 
reſurrection, are all perſonal actions, and are 
aſcribed to the Father; Jehovah, that is, I am 
that I am; Elobim, that is, Hrong and mighty ; 
Adonab, that is, judge; Lord of Hoſts ; the God of 
Jacob, are perſonal names given to the firſt 
perſon in the adorable Trinity, It ſhould be 
remembered, by this word, firſt perfon; we are 
not to underſtand any priority in nature or 
time, but as it relates to order only, and in 
this ſenſe it is uſed in the Scriptures, For 
C 2 they 


/ 
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they all three exiſt together, and neceſſarily 


exiſt, and ſubſiſt diſtinctly by themſelves i in one 
uninveſtigable nature. 


2. The names, characters, and actions, 
aſcribed in Scripture to God the Son, demon- 
ftrate him to be a divine perſon. He is called 
Prophet, Prieſt, Prince, King of Saints, Wonderful, 
Counſellor, Advocate, Mediator, Redeemer, and 
Saviour, Theſe with many more are given 
to the ſecond perſon in the bleſſed Trinity. 
Creation, redemption, interceſſion, ſalvation, are 
applied to him. He ſubſiſts of himſelf, lives, 
wills, and underſtands, He hath life in him- 
ſelf, and is the author of life in others. He 
hath a diſtin will from the will of the firſt 
perſon, though not oppoſite to it. As, Father, 
I will, that theſe whom thou haſt given me, &c. 
John xvii. 24. In fine, his ſatisfaction, ſacri- 
fice, aſcenſion into heaven, his ceſſion at the 
right hand of God; his mediation, and Judging 
the world at the laſt day, with all the at- 
tending circumſtances, prove him to be a per- 
ſon, a Divine perſon, and a diſtin&t perſon 
from the Father and the Holy Ghoſt. 


3. The Scriptures maintain, he is God, 
equal with the Father, in the moſt expreſs 
terms; he is called the mighty God, the ever- 
lafting Father, la, ix. 6. A. ut God, and 0 
| | | Saviour, 
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Saviour, who ſays, look unto me, and be ſaved, 
all the ends of the earth. Iſa. xlv. 22, 23. The 
author of the epiſtle to the Hebrews cites 
Pſal. xlv. 6. Thy throne, O God, is for ever and 
ever; and applies it to Chriſt, Heb. i. 8. The 
Apoſtle John moſt explicitly calls him God, 
who made the worlds, and all their noble 
furniture, John i. 1, 2, 3. The true Cod, and 
eternal life by bim. 1 John, v. 20. And again, 
Hereby perceive we the love of God, becauſe be 
laid down his life for us, 1 John, iti. 16. The 
Apoſtle of the Gentiles preached the ſame 
truth to his ſon Timothy, Great is the myſtery of 
Godlineſs, God manifeſted in the fleſh, 1 Tim. iii. 
16, The ſame Apoſtle calls him, God over all, 
bleſſed for ever, and binds the truth with an 
hearty Amen, Rom. ix. 5, Thomas, with 
great aſtoniſhment, and with as great under- 
ſtanding and truth, calls him, My Lord and my 
God, John xx. 28. and is not reproved, which 
he ſhould have been, when he applied theſe 
epithets to Chriſt, if they only and excluſively 
belonged to God, Jude is directed by the 
Spirit to pronounce him the Only wiſe Goa, 
our Saviour. The word Only, conveniently 
and fully diſtinguiſhes him from all nominal 
gods, whether called ſo ironically, as Elijah 
hamed Baal, 1 Kings, xviii. 27. or on account 
of any created Cignity they enjoy, or of any 
honorable commiſſion they are charged with 

the 
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the execution of, Bleſſed be God, here is 
good meaſure, preſſed down, and running over. 


May the haly Spirit faſten the truth upon all 
who read it. 


4. The Godhead doth ſubſiſt in the Lord 
Jeſus, who, being equal to the Father, doth 
ſubſiſt in the nature of God, The word, Phil, 
ii. 6. vr&ex» tranſlated being, probably is bet- 
ter rend$red ſubſiſting in that place, there being, 
as ſome ſuppoſe, a compariſan between two 
ſubſiſtences, or. perſons, the Father and the 
Son; and therefore the latter counts it 10 
robbery to be equal with the former, foraſmuch 
as he ſubſiſts in the ſame nature. He hath 
therefore the ſame Divine nature with the 
Father, and all the fulneſs of the Godhead 
dwells, truly, really, and bodily in the Son, 
Jeſus ſays, John xvi. 15. Al things that the 
Father hath are mine; this is an unreſtrained 
claim laid to all things; we learn the plain 
reaſon, in very plain words, John x. 30. / 
and my Father are one. Unum, non modd conſenfi 
ct cencordid; one, not only by conſent and 
agreement, as Arians would teach it to ſpeak, 
fed naturd et potentid, but one in nature and 
power alſo. By this word rum, the unity of 
the divine nature is plainly expreſſed ; by the 
word ſumus, the diſiin& ſubſiſtence of the Father 
and the Son is as plainly aſſerted. From whence 

'tis 
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tis evident, Chriſt hath the ſame Divine nature 
with the Father; they both have the ſame 
divine and effential titles and attributes, and 
perform the ſame inward operations, in re- 
ference to all creatures whatſoever, Jeſus 
Chriſt is Emmanuel, God with us, Matt. i. 23. 
That very God who took fleſh and blood, 
1 Tim. iii. 16. and that compaſſionate God, 
who gave that matchleſs expreſſion of his love, 
by redeeming his church with his o² blood, 
Acts xx. 28. Chriſt is the illuſtrious brightneſs 
of his Father's glory, the lively chagater of his 
ſubſiſtence or perſon, Heb. i. 3. | 


g. Let us now view the divine attributes, 
which in Scripture are aſcribed to God the Son, 
which evince his Deity, and indubitably deter- 
mine the ſenſe of the paſſages already produced, 
to prove him to be very God. Eternity is 
aſctibed to the Lord Jeſus. In the beginning 
was the word, before any creation, and prior to 
any creature, John i. 1. His goings forth have 
been of old from everlaſting, Micah v. 2. He is 
the Alpha and the Omega, the firſt and the laſt, the 
beginning and the end, Rev. i. 8, 17. Jeſus 
Chriſt is omnipotent, Phil. iii. 21. irreſiſtible 
in the exertions of his power, being able to con- 
quer and ſubdue all things unto himſelf. He is 
therefore called the Almighty, Rev. i. 8. He 
made all things, John i. 3. Col. i. 16, 17. For 


[ 
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by bim were all things created, that are in heaven, 


and that are in earth, viſible and-inviſible, whether 
they be thrones, or dominions, or principalities, or 
powers: all things were created by him and for him; 
and be is before all things, and by- bim all things 
ouvicnxe do hang. together. Mutations are the 
characteriſtics which diſtinguiſh creatures; even 
devils may change from bad to worſe, while 
ſuffering the vengeance of eternal fire, Jude 7. 

The increaſing dignity and glory of angels, and 
bleſſed ſpirits pronounce, ſome change of ac- 
cumulated glory, while beholding and eternally 

adoring the inconceivable majeſty. of God; but 
Jeſus, being God, 1s incapable of any change, 


which would imply imperfection, and therefore 


is faid to be unchangeable, Heb. i. 12. The ſame 
yeſterday, to-day, and for ever, Chriſt is omni- 
ſcient, John ii. 25, and the ſearcher of hearts; 
and all the churches. ſhall know that I am He, which 


fearcheth the reins and bearts. Rev. ii. 23. He 
knows all things, John xxi. 17. He is the 
 wiſdomof God, 1. Cor. i. 24. All the treaſures 


of wiſdom are in him; in whom are hid all the 
treaſures of wiſdom and knowledge, Col. ii. 3. Im- 
menſity is his, his Divine preſence cannot be 


confined to any place, nor circumſcribed by any 


bounds; Lo, I am with you always, even unt0 

the end of the world, Matt. xxviii, 20. Ten 

thouſard aſſemblies of his people are favored 

with his preſence, and bleſſed with his pr 
| | 1 


68 


ritual conſolations, at the ſame inſtant; for, 
where two or three are met in my name, there am 1 
in the midſt of them. Should they reach the 
northern frigid zone, or ſtretch to the ſouthern 
pole, if they widen in the eaſtern, or expand in 
the weſtern climes, there am I in the midſt; 
high and low, near and remote, have place with 
regard to creatures, but are non-enti:ies as re- 
ferred to Jeſus Chriſt. 


Jeſus performs the works of God, ſuch pro- 
per and peculiar, ſuch divine and ſupernatural 
works, as none but God can performz he 
raiſed the dead by his own power, and at his. 
own pleaſure, John v. 21, 28, 29. He is 
called the reſurrectian and the life, John xi. 25. 
becauſe he is the author of both. V baſſos ver the 
Father doth, the Son doth likewiſe, John v. 17, 19. 
He doth regenerate our ſouls, pardon our ſins ; 
he gives temporal, ſpiritual, and eternal life, 
2 Cor. v. 17. John vi. 38, 40. Divine honor 
is due to Jeſus Chriſt, All the glorious angels 
are commanded to worſhip him, Heb. i. 6. 
All are charged to give the ſame honor to 
Chriſt, which they are required to give to the 
Father, John v. 23. Baptiſm is adminiſtered 
in the name and to the honor of Chriſt, Matt. 


$XViil. 17, &c. 


From all that hath been ſaid, it is eaſy to 
D infer, 


3 

infer, that God will not give his glory to 
another, becauſe he is true; and cannot, be- 
cauſe he is juſt; and that though Chriſt be a 
diſtinct perſon, yet he is not a diſtin&t God from 
the Father, but one and the ſame Jehovah, 
with him equal in power and glory. Much 
more might have been adduced, but this is 
ſufficient, if God the Spirit ſet it home upon 
our ſpirits. But if men will not be perſuaded 
by theſe plain and undeniable teſtimonies of 
Scripture, neither would they be perſuaded, 
though one roſe from the dead. Scruples have 
troubled, and doubts diſtreſſed, even honeſt 
hearts, upon reading thoſe paſſages of Scripture 
which ſpeak of the wearineſs, hunger, and 
thirſt of Chriſt, which mention his offering up 
prayer with ſtrong cries and tears, his wee ping, 
bleeding, and dying: Such ſhould remember, 
he was perfect man, as well as perfect God; 
and therefore, thoſe properties of the human 
nature, above recited, could not but appear 
to demonſtrate the reality of it. Had he not 
been man, he could not have died; had he not 
been God, his ſacrifice for mankind would have 
been abhorred. Thoſe evidences then of the 
truth of his human nature ſhould not nouriſh 
reaſonings to his. diſhonor, much leſs furniſh 
men with matter to quarrel with the truth, 
becauſe he was what he muſt be, true man, as 
well as perfect God, The divine and human 
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nature are united in him, though not con- 
founded ; and in each of theſe natures, he acts 
according to the eſſential properties and prin- 
ciples of that nature. As God, he made the 
worlds, and upholds both heaven and earth; 
as man, he lived, ſuffexed, &c. To make 


this plainer ſtill, I add a rule or two, 
drawn up ready to my hank and then pro- 
ceed to prove the diſtinct — and God- 
head of the Holy Ghoſt. 


r. Diſtinction and inequality, in reſpect of 
office in Chriſt, doth not in the leaſt take away 
his equality and ſameneſs with the Father, in 
reſpect of nature and eſſence, Phil, ii. 7, 8. 


2. The advancement and exaltation of Chriſt, 
as mediator, to any dignity whatever, upon, or 
in reference to the work of our redemption and 
ſalvation, is not at all inconſiſtent with the eſ- 
ſential honor, dignity and worth, which he 
hath in himſelf, as God, bleſſed for ever. 
Though he humbled himſelf, and was exalted 
in office; yet in nature, he was one and the 
ſame, he changed not. 


3. The Scriptures aſſerting the humanity of 
Chriſt, with the concernments thereof, as his 
birth, life, and death, do no more thereby 
deny his Deity, than, by aſſerting his Deity, 

N2. with 


. ( 28 
with the eſſential properties thereof, they deny 
his humanity. . Tg | 

4. The dignity and glory ſaid to be given 
him, in conſideration of undertaking and ac- 
compliſhing the work of redemption, refer to 
him as Mediator; and in reading ſuch expreſ- 
ſions, he muſt be viewed in office, and not in 


his Divine nature, abſolutely conſidered ; for in 
that reſpect, he was incapable of any additional 
glory. | | 

I. The names and actions aſcribed to the 
bleſſed Spirit prove him to be a Divine perſon, 
diſtin from the Father and the Son. Bleſſed 
be God, here alſo, we have ſcriptural evidence 
ſufficient to demonſtrate the truth ; ſeveral 
witneſſes of unqueſtionable veracity are at hand 


to eſtabliſh the very intereſting, though here- 
tically, much conteſted doctrine. 


A Sancliſer, Reprover, Witneſs, Comforter, are 
perſonal characters, and all applied to the Holy 
. Ghoſt, and therefore prove him to be a perſon, 
a Divine perſon, 


1. To teach or inſtru& is undeniably a per- 
ſonal character; our Lord fays to his Diſciples, 
It ſaall be given you in that ſame hour, what ye ſhall 


Heat; far it is net ye that ſpeak, but the Spirit of 
ad "s 
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your Father which ſpeaketh in you, Matt. x. 19, 20, 
2. To witneſs or teſtify is a perſonal character: 
and wwe are bis witneſs, and fo is the Holy Ghoſt, 
Acts v. 32, This the Apoſtles affirm before 
the enraged Jewiſh council: The Holy Ghoſt tuit 
neſſeth, that in every city, bonds and afflitions 
abide me, Acts xx. 23, He is ſaid to dwell with 
us, and our bodies are called the temples of the Holy 
Ghboſt.—3. Acting with ſovereign will and plea- 
ſure is confined to perſonal deſcription, and 
evinces perſonal ſubſiſtence and action; this is 
applied to the bleſſed Spirit; The Holy Gbaſt ſaid, 
ſeparate me Barnabas and Saul, for the work where- 
unto 1 have called them. So they being ſent forth 
by the Holy Ghoſt, departed, Acts xiii. 2, 4.— 
4 Prohibiting, forbidding, or reſtraining from 
action is perſonal, this is aſcribed to the third 
perſon of the bleſſed Trinity; the Apoſtles 
were forbidden of the Holy Ghoſt to preach the 
word in Afia, Acts xvi. 6.5. To ſelect, con- 
ſtitute or appoint to the execution of an office, 
is likewiſe perſonal; this the Divine Spirit is 
ſaid to do; over which the Holy Ghoſt hath mage 
you overſeers, Acts xx. 28. The diſtribution of 

diverſities of gifts is moſt plainly aſcribed to the 
eternal Spirit; Now there are diverſities of gifts, 
but the ſame Spirit ; for to one is given by the 
Spirit, the word of wiſdom ; to another the word of 
knowledge by the ſame Spirit ; to another faith by 
the ſame Spirit; to another the gifts of healing by 
3 | . the 


1 
the ſame Spirit; to another the workins of mirac'es ; 
to another prophecy; to another diſcerning of ſpirits ; 
to another divers kinds of tongues; to another 
the interpretation of tongues. But all theſe work- 
eth that one and the ſelf ſame Spirit, dividing 
to every man ſeverally as he will, 1 Cor, xii. 4, 
Y, 9, 10, 11. The Apoſtle having in theſe 
. verſes diſtinguiſhed the Spirit from the gifts of 
the Spirit, ſhews, that the Spirit himſIf, that 
one Spirit, that one and ſelf ſame Spirit, doth 
work and diſtribute all thoſe excellent gifts as 
he pleaſes. Theſe terms therefore, that one, 
that ſame Spirit, the will of the Spirit, the diſ- 
criminating energy of the Spirit, do all demon- 
ſtrate the ſubſiſtence of the Spirit, and the pe- 
culiarity of his ſubſiſtence. 


Perſonal affeRions are aſcribed to him; we 


read of the /ove of the Spirit; that he may be 
grieved, rebelled againſt, and vexed ; that he may 
be lied unto, blaſphemed, and have fin, and that 
irremiſſible, committed againſt him, which to 
affirm of any thing, but a perſon, would be 
prepoſterous and ridiculous. 


Our Lord aſſured his Diſciples, that when he 
the Spirit of truth is come, be - you into all 
trulb, John xvi. 13. he faith hot it, but he, and 
therefore doth not ſpeak of # power or quality, 
but a perſon ; he, the Spirit, which is the more 
to be obleryed, becauſe the word vc wvivua, 
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which ſignifies Spirit, is of the neuter gen- 
der; yet the Lord, ſpeaking of the Spirit, 
faith, He, doubtleſs, to point out the peculiar 
ſubſiſtence, or perſonality of the Holy Ghoſt. 


He is repreſented as a diſtin& perſon in the 
form of , baptiſm, which is adminiſtered in the 
name and to the honor of the Holy Ghoſt ; we 
muſt therefore either renounce our baptiſm in 
his name, or elſe confeſs we are obliged to be- 
lieve in him, reverence, love, obey, and glority 
him, with all inward and outward worſhip ; for 
ve are debtors to the Spirit allo. 


The proper Deity of the bleſſed Spirit may 
be aſcertained from the Divine names given to 
him, and the Divine perfections he is poſſeſied 
of. Tt is ſaid, the ſame Spirit who doth work all 
in all is. the ſame Lord, and the ſame God, 1 Cor. 
xi. 5, 6. Now Lord, in the New Teſtament, 
doth anſwer to Jehovah in the, Old. This is 
manifeſt, Thou ſhalt fear Jehovah thy God, Deut. 
vi. 13. x. 20. is rendered by the Evangelit, 
Thou ſhalt worſhip the Lord thy God, Matt. iv. 10. 
So Deut. vi. 5. Thou ſhalt love Jebovab thy Cad, 
is rendered, Matt. xxii. 37. Thou ſoalt leve the 
Lord thy Cod. Thgfc inſtances, among others, 
prove the term Jeb, in the Old Teſtament, 
to be rendered Lord in the New; and as it is 
there applied to the ſecond; ſo here, 1 Cor. xii. 
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5, 6. it is aſcribed to the third perſon in the 
adorable Trinity. I may conclude therefore, 
that they are each Jehovah, each God over all, 
bleſſed for ever. 


wel. 


| The omnipotence of the Spirit is clear, for 
he works miracles which tranſcend, not only the 
common courſe and order, but the whole power 

of nature; ſuch are the railing the dead, Rom. 
viii. 11. The regeneration and ſanctification of 
our ſouls, Titus iii. 5. 1 Cor. vi. 11. We over- 
ſhadowed the bleſſed Virgin Mary; he taught 
the Prophets, for they /pake as were moved 
by him, 2 Peter, i. 21. 


The Divine Spirit is omnipreſent, he dwells 
in all Saints, as in a temple ; he repairs, adorns, 
and beautifies his own temples. It is impoſſible 
to ſhun his preſence, becauſe ubiquity is eſſen- 
tial to his nature ; overwhelmed with the ma- 
jeſty and glory of this attribute of the Spirit, 
the Pſalmiſt aſks, Whither ſhall I flee from th: 
preſence of thy ſpirit ? Plalm cxxxix, 7. He per- 
vades univerſal nature, and is ever preſent with 
all things; what the heathen therefore affirmed 
of the Fates is moſt true of the bleſſed Spirit; 

uullo fata ( ſpiritum)) loco Poſſis excludere, i. e. the 

fates are every where, Eternity is aſcribed to 

him; he is called the eternal Spirit, Heb, ix. 144 


Creation is aſcribed to the Spirit, equally as to 
the 
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the Father and the Son; the Spirit moved upon 
the face of the great deep, Gen. i. 2. Was not #1 
volition as diſtinct in this act of the third, as it | 
was in the ſecond perſon of the bleſſed Trinity, 
when he ſaid, Father, I will, that thoſe, Sc. Or- 
der ſprung from diſorder, peace from confuſion. 
Rudis indigeſtaque molis is the picture of the ori- 
ginal ſtare of things, drawn by a ſtudent imthe 
ſchool of nature, and who, by ploughing with 
Moſes, ſound out this riddle. The world, naked 
and unformed, acquires proportion, and puts on 
a new ſet of features; operations too mighty for 
the moſt exalted creature, but eaſily and inſtantly 
performed, by the Divine agency of God the 
Spirit, I think. it unqueſtionably appears, from 
the ſcriptural evidence produced, in confirmation 
of the doctrine here eſtabliſhed, that the Father 
is Jehovah, the Son is Jehovah, and the Holy 
Ghoſt is: Jehovah ; that the Father is Lord, the 
Son is Lord, and the Holy Ghoſt is Lord; that 
the Father is God, the Son is God, and the 
Holy Ghoſt is God; and yet there are got three 
Jehovahs, nor three GY nor three Gods, but 
one only. . 


III. Which is the third thing to be proved, 
namely, that there are not three gods, but 
one. Here alſo Divine teſtimony is no leſs 
explicit and ſull than on the former points. 


The Father and the Son are but one Cod; 
E. | I and 1 
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I and my Father are one, John x. 30. EYd xa! 5 
warne iy ich, not one perſon, but one in 
eflence; not one in teſtimony only, but one 
in nature alſo, it being expreſſed in the neuter 
gender. The ſame Apoſtle affirms, the Father, 
Son, and Spirit, all three are but one Gad; 
there are three that bear 'record in heaven, the 
| Father, the Word, and tbe. Holy Ghoſt, and theſe 
three are one. Theſe three Divine ſubſiſtences 
are Ori rp ziow oi perprvetrES, three teſtifiers, or 
witneſſes, yet but one in nature. Omniſcience, 
. omnipotence, immenſity, omnipreſence, are 
juſtly aſcribed to each of the Divine perſons, 
as hath been fully proved; yet there is, and 
can be but one, to whom all things are open 
and naked, but one unlimited, almighty, ever 
preſent Jehovah. But is this intelligible ?” 
it is ſcriptural. « Can it be underſtood?” It 
is plainly revealed; and therefore muſt be 
credited, and is cordially believed by re- 
deemed ſouls, upon the veracity of God, and 
by Divine teaching. Curious reaſoning ſhould 
be put aſide here; and humble prayer ſolicit, 
with docility of heart, Lord, open mine eyes; 
give Divine wiſdom, liberally, and upbraid not 
an humble Petitioner. | 


Some Tearned, ingenious,' and pious men, 
have endeavoured to illuſtrate this myſterious 
ſubject by natural things; I will not ſay how 
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happity they have ſucceeded. 1. By the ſun 
produeing his own beams, and from thence 
procced light and heat, and yet there is no 
priority, unleſs in order and relation. 2, From 
fire, ſo from one flame proceed both light 
and heat, and yet but one fire. 3. From 
water in it there is the fountain-head, and 
the ſpring boiling out of it, and the ſtream 
flowing from them both, yet all theſe are but 
one water. 4. Suppoſe a perſon looks in a 
glaſs, and ſmiles; here the face is ane being, 
the image of the face in the glaſß is another 
being, and the ſmiling of them both. is a third 
being; yet all are in one face, and all are of 
one face, and all are but one face. Thus, 
men have attempted to explain what is con- 
Ker be n | | 


7 Be ve are to enquire, whether this 
be reaſonable ar not. The higheſt exerciſe of 
. geaſon man is capable of, is the total ſubmiſſion 
of it to the wiſdom of God. The unreaſonable- 
neſs of the contrary conduct hath occaſioned 
much- oppoſition to the doctrine of the bleſſed 
Trinity. Some af its oppoſers have racked 
their invention, and been ingeniouſly wicked, 
to urge new matter againſt it; others have 
contented themſelves with collecting the ſtale, 
and hackney d objections of former anti-trinita- 


rang. Its myſterious and incomprehenſible 
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nature hath been pretended as the chief ground 
of their diſcredit. They appear much con- 
cerned for the honor and dignity of man, who, 
as we are told, © is able to ſcan and com- 
« prehend both heaven and earth ;” priding 
themſelves on this principle, (falſe as it is) 
though the great Apoſtle may acknowledge, 
with holy admiration, great is the myſtery of 
godlineſs, they being 2 compound of light and 
wiſdom, aſſure us, there is no ſuch thing as 


« myſtery in the 3 any thing appear 
to be ſo, though in one or twenty paſſages of 


ſacred writ, let them but juſt exerciſe their 


ſkill, and they all, Proteus like, inſtantly change 
their ſhape, alter their native voice, and ſpeak 
any language. Bur thus, metamorphoſed, they 
would be as much diſowned by the good old 
Apoſtles, as they are embraced by theſe pſeudo 
teachers, But i 18 it true, that a doctrine muſt 
be diſclaimed, becauſe not fully underſtood: ? 
muſt the goodneſs and compaſſion of the Lord. 
be ſpurned at, becauſe the arcana of his nature 
are not to be inveſtigated? | 


Such doctrine as this, renders the e "MF 
true ſpeech of Zopher, ſeaſonable and neceſſary ; 
vain man would be w iſe, though man be born like a 


woild afſes calt, Job xi. 12. To be proſelyted to 


this wiſdom is to commence Atheiſt at once. 
None can fully underſtand the excellencics of 
the 


| => 83 IJ 


1 


the Divine nature; But we are not to believg 
« what we cannot fally tomprehend ;” there- 
fore we muſt renounce all religion at once, 
But what are thoſe excellencies or deep things 
of the Divine nature ?—That the eſſence and 
attributes of God are the ſame, without the 
leaſt ſhadow of compoſition ; yet his . wiſdom 
and power are to our apprehenſions diſtinct, 
and his mercy-and juſtice in ſome manner op- 
poſite, That his eſſence is entire in all places, 
yet not terminated in any. That he is above 
the heavens, and beneath the earth, yet hath no 
relation of high or low, diſtant or near, That 
he penetrates all ſubſtances, bur is mixed with 
none, That in him time hath no ſucceſſion, 
that which is paſt is not gone, and that which 
is future is not to come. That he loves without 
paſſion, is angry without diſturbance, and re- 
pents without change. Theſe perfections are 
not within the reach of reaſon, yet eſſential to 
the Divine nature. But travelling from heaven 
to earth, and taking our views here; ſhould we 
not ſay to theſe wiſe folks; too wiſe to be 
happy, and too- good to be ſaved by grace 
alone! (c Till you can remember, and re- 
* count to us, when that thinking, throbbing 
particle within, firſt reſolved to wear a body, 
" when it ſpunfout its arteries, fibres and veins, 
"contrived the warm circulating ſtream that 
runs through them; when you firſt ventured 
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er to let the heart pant, the lungs ſuck air, and 
is at laſt to launch the whole tender machine 
into the hazard, of motion; till you cn 
« acquaint us with all this,.. ſhould: you nx 
* knuckle to the truth, confeſs. you are vile 
* and brutiſh ; and with an heart, penetrated 
F with a true conviction of your ignorance, 
pray, O Lard, what I know * that teach thn 
c ;2:2 ' wg 1 of 


3 man's knowledge 10 he Sw of God 
is very ſuperficial, is proved from the variety of 
opinions entertained upon every ſubject, which 
could not be, were any thing fully compre- 

hended. The underſtandiag of man, or that 
of the moſt exalted creature in heaven, to take 
in the compleat knowledge of the infinite per- 

fections of God, muſt become infinite itſelf, aul 
then it would not be a creature, but paſſeſſed of 
infinity muſt be God; ſo abſurd is the concluſion 
fairly drawn from the principles af the op- 
poſers of the doctrines of the bleſſed Triaiy 
and of the incarnation. It might be ſuppoſed 
that men were thoroughly acquainted with the 
globe which they inhabit, but is this the caſe? 
of the outſide, the ſhell or cruit, we. know ſome- 

thing, as allo of the parts ſome way beneath tho 
ſ urface, but of all beyond, all men are profoundly 
ignorant; The earth is cold to the depth of fo 
feet, farther | it grows warm, and increales 1 
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the deſcent ; hence ſpeculative men, fuch as Des 
Cartes, Dr. Burnet, and Ms. Hutchinſon, with 
others, have made various conjectures. Some 
have ſuppoſed a huge loadſtone in the center of 
the globe, others a large maſs of fire; ſome a 
prodigious collection of waters, and others 2 
hollow ſpace inhabited by animals, with a ſun and 
moon ſuitable to themſelves. Such are the ſports 
of fancy; ſuch the frefiks of unbridled imagina- 
tion, on which nothing ſolid can be built, If 
numberleſs inſtances prove that men, notwitK- 
ſtanding their boaſted light. and knowledge, are 
inveloped in darkneſs and ignorance, why ſhould 
their preſumption riſe up againſt the hidden wiſ- 
dom of God ; why deny that three Divine per- 
ſous ſubſiſt in one Divine and undivided nature? 
Are many of the works of God incomprehenſible, 
and is not the Divine nature much more ſo ? 
Men's opinions wheel about with the revolutions 
of time, and what ſeems ſolidly eſtabliſhed in 
one age the next generation calls in queſtion. 
Thus it is now-1Kjd, there is no heat in the ſun ; 
yet, Sir Tſaac Newton has proved, that the body 
of the comet in 1680 received ſo much heat 
from the ſun as made it 2000 times hotter than 
red hot iron. If the preſent opinion be true, 
what becomes of all the parade of mathematical 
demonſtration ? Vain man would be wiſe Let 
the . enemies of the doctrine here maintained, 
think awhile ; let them direct their ſuppoſed 
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acuteneſs to develope the obſcurities of met. 
phyſical, mathematical and natural truth, be- 
fore they ſcornfully reject the myſteries of faith, 
"becauſe they are not reducible to the ſtandard of 
their faculties, and becauſe the limit which ter- 


minates their proſpect, is not the boundary of the 
univerſe. + | 


V. Laſtly, I am to cenſider, what uſe true 
Chriſtians are to make of this ſcriptural and in- 
tereſting doctrine. 


1. Reflect on your former ſelves, what were 
your thoughts, and what your conduct? proba- 
bly you were among the gay and thoughtl-{; 
amuſing yourſelves with vanity, or lulled in the 
faſcinating lap of pleaſure, Living without God in 
the world ; or did buſy thoughts now and then 
obtrude, and embitter the ſweets of ſin, by whil- 
pering, © there is an awful hereafter, and thou 
« muſt come to judgment?” Perplexed and 
diſturbed, you ventured to own religion, and 
commenced an acquaintance with the profeſſors 
of it. But the children of Socinus, and the 
large family of Arius, have no ſmall regard for 
religion alſo. A religion which may be com- 
. pared to a form without power, a ſhadow with- 
out a ſubſtance, to manna without taſte, to a 
tree without fruit, to a well without water, to 
the letter without the Spirit. A religion which 
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floats upon the ſurface without dept or eh, 
deſtitute of forte of operation; it flatters the 
pride of men, which is hateful to God, and is 
pernicious and deſtructive to ſouls; The more 
exalted ideas we have of the deep things of God, 
the lower and meaner muſt our thoughts be of 
ourſelves. An unhumbled ſoul would be a wortt- 
der in heaven; utifit for the bleſſed ſociety of 
that Kingdom, it could find no place there. 
Thinking itſelf under no obligations to the 
Lamb there would "oh. no beauty i in lim to 


would turn the * upfide down, teach us tw 
fay our prayers back ward, direct us to read the 
paſſion of our Lord as a common tragedy, and 
aſſure us that his righteouſneſs can juſtify ro- 
bedy, that his blood is without merit, and that 
the Spirit which blew in the early ages, has long 
ſince breathed his laſt. Horrible as theſe opi- 
nions are, they may be met with in the ſchools 
of ſome doctors and in the writings of ſome 
authors. Bleſſed be God we have not ſo learned 
Chrit; He is precious to thoſe that believe, 
and will be the glorious object of their love, 
admiration and holy triumph to all eternity. 


The perſons who detiy the myfteriovs dofrines 
of the CAP and of the Incathdtiorn, treat with ſo- 
F vereign 
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vereign contempt, righteouſneſs and life by Chriſt 
alone, can, like the ſilk worm, ſpin ſhining threads 
(to make both) out of their own bowels, though 
they die in the work; not alas! like the inno- 
cent inſect, but as the criminal oppoſers of the 
free-grace and rich mercy of God in Jeſus. 
Have you eſcaped theſe? Is your wiſdom be- 
come folly, your righteouſneſs very tattered, 
yea, filthy rags, your ſtrength weakneſs itſelf ? 
under theſe convictions of your wretchedneſs, 
you accepted with unſpeakable gratitude, not a 
patched, but a whole, not. a mutilated, but an 
entire and free ſalvation, Remember the ene- 
mies of the dignity and glory of Chriſt are your 
enemies ; yet hate them not, bleſs God, whoſe 
grace made the difference, and pity and pray 
for them. | 


2. Conſider who made you ſee and confeſs 
the truth ; receive, enjoy, and live it: the god 
of this world blinded your eyes, together with 
others; and thus blinded, you might have ſtum- 
bled on, fell, and roſe no more ; or rudely per- 
ſiſted to have denied the Lord that bought you, had 
the Divine purchaſer been as willing to relinquiſh 
his juſt claim to you, as you were to renounce 
all inheritance in him. Not eaſily ſubdued, you 
contended and reſiſted ;- and confeſſed at laſt, 
that no power leſs than divine could make you 
yield, The truth is clear; no man can call Jeſus 
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Lord, but by the Holy Ghoſt. The Spirit produced 
the change, and the hearty acknowledgment was 
the effect of his gracious operation. If God the 
Spirit were the powerful agent, who wrought ' 
this in you, ſee that you are tender of his honor, 
maintain his dignity, and exalt his glory; tremble 
at thoughts derogatory of either; and ſtrengthen 
your faith in him, by meditations on your 
obligations to him, 


3. Pray for full eſtabliſhment in the doctrine 
of the Godhead of the Father, and of the Son, 
and of the Holy Ghoſt; colle& the ſcriptural 
evidence that hath been ,given; read over the 


proofs again and again; commit them to me- 
mory, 'and lay them up there, as armour ready 
prepared to engage an enemy on his approach; 
yet the ſame kind of faith which gave force, to 
the. fling, and direction to the fone of the ſor of 
Jeſſe, will be neceſſary in the uſe of theſe wea- 
pons; and when thus handled, unbelief itſelf 
will quake, and ſeem to die, at leaſt for the time. 
External foes will be foiled, becauſe God is with 
you. You know, Philip could not ſee the Fa- 
ther in Jeſus, till inſtructed by his Divine 
maſter ; but that inſtruction drew forth, now wwe 
know, and are ſure, &c. You freely confels (and 
your confeſſion is true) if -Jeſus were not the 


true God, he could not expiate your guilt; you 4 


durſt not ſtake your everlaſting all upon his pre- 
— T8 cious 
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- cious blood. He erected all things in heaven 
and i in earth; yet was he leſs than the mighty 
God, he muſt be 2 creature (for we have no 
rule. to meaſure any thing between creature and 
Deity, any more than we haye Deity itſelf) and 
then have created himſelf, which is a palpable 
contradiction... Was he a creature, he could not 
merit for another. Not the higheſt ſeraphs in 
glory can merit any thing with God; being 
creatures, they can do- but their duty. The 
doctrine of ſupererogation therefore hath never 
been taught among them, nor received the leaſt 
countenance by the true church on earth. De- 
teſled by the former, and abhorred by the latter, 
it ſeems to confine its claims to Rome only. 
But the meritorious life aad death of the great 
Mediator have purchaſed rizhteouſneſs for the 
unpighteous, remiſtion of ſins for the guilty, 
and a we!l-founded right to an inheritance among 
all the ſanctified. | 


4. View the grand myſtery of your election 
unto grace, peace and glory, by the trĩune God; 
* to raiſe your hearts to admire, believe, love, 
worſhip and obey, Father, Son, and Holy Ghoſl. 
Sce the glorious Three preſented tous, in the 
great work, by the Apoſtle Peter. Elect ac- 
cording to the fore-kngwitdge of Cod the Father, 
threugo ſenctification' of the Spirit unto _ obedience, 
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and ſprinkling of the blood of Feſus Chrift, 1 Peter, 
i. 2. They all co-operate in the matchleſs work 
to bur ſalvation. 1. Our adoption is by all Three; 
the Father doth adopt us in Chriſt by the Spirit 
of adoption. 2. The covenant of grace is made 
and confirmed by all Three. 3. The chureh is 
gathered, inſtructed, preſerved and ſavod by 
all Three. 4. We are baptized in the name of 
all Threez and therefore devoted, dedicated 
and conſecrated to the ſervice of all Three. 
5. In the Lord's Supper, the Father invites and 
entertains us, gives us his Son for our head, huſ- 
band and Saviour; Chriſt gives us his body and 
blood to nouriſh us; and the Spirit mortifies 
our luſts, ſtrengthens our faith, renews our re- 
pentance, inflames our zeal, pacifies our con- 
ſciences, purifies our hearts, aſſures us of the fa- 
vor and love of God, ſeals our pardon to us, 
and ſeals us up to the day of redemption. Thus 
the love of the Father, the grace of the Son, 
and the communion and peace of the Holy 
Ghoſt, are ſo plentifully vouchſafed to experi- 
mental Chriſtians in this ordinance. He there- 
fore who hath the Father hath the Son and Spirit 
alſo, Hence let all the enemies of the Free- 
grace of God, Papiſts, Socinians, Arians, Pela- 
gians, and Semi-Pelagians, know, that all the 
good which is done in us, for us, or by us, 1s 
done by the Lord Jehovah, F ather, Son, and 
Spirit alone, 
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To conclude, let us look upon the Son, and 
admire and bleſs the Father; look upon the 
Father, and bleſs the Son; look upon the Fa- 
ther and Son, and bleſs the Spirit; look upon 
all Three, and adore and love, belie ve and obey, 
all the Three co- equal perſons, ſubſiſting in the 
fame maſt ſingle Godhead ; and thus have acceſs 
to the Father, through the Son, and by the Spirit, 
till a nearer acceſſion in glory ſhall conſummate 
our unſpeakable felicity. 1 


Noro to God the Father, Ged the Son, and God the 
Holy Ghoſt, Three Perſons, but ons Jehovah, be all 
honor, might, majeſty, dominion, and praiſe, , and 
for ever more. Amen. | 
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